
 
 
 
 
 

Planning Staff Report to 
Greenville Planning Commission 

August 12, 2020 
for the August 20, 2020 Public Hearing 

 

 
Docket Number:  Z-4-2020 

Applicant: City of Greenville 

Proposal: TEXT AMENDMENT to MODIFY Section(s) 19-1.11 Definitions; 19-4.3.2(G) 
Wireless Communications Facility; 19-4.1.2 Table of Uses; Chapter 36 Streets, 
Sidewalks, and other Public Places 

Staff Recommendation: Recommend Approval to City Council 

Applicable Sections of the City of Greenville Code of Ordinances: 

Sec. 2-372 Function, Powers, and Duties of the Planning Commission 
Sec. 19-1.11 Definitions 
Sec. 19-4.3.2(G) Wireless Communications Facility 
Sec. 19-4.1.2 Table of Uses 
Chapter 36 Streets, Sidewalks, and other Public Places 

 
Staff Analysis: 

Planning staff submits a text amendment to Section(s) 19-1.11 Definitions; 19-4.3.2(G) Wireless Communications 
Facility; 19-4.1.2 Table of Uses; Chapter 36 Streets, Sidewalks, and other Public Places in order to: 

1. Remove provisions for the installation of small cell wireless facilities from Chapter 19 and add them to 
Chapter 36 of the City Code, which governs City right-of-way; 

2. Provide updates to the ordinance consistent with state and federal law, including updated definitions; and 
3. Other general guidance updates pertaining to small wireless facilities.  

This amendment provides provisions to reduce visual impacts and reduce the amount of physical equipment 
throughout the city, while offering opportunities for wireless providers to deliver communication services to 
customers in residential and commercial areas alike with new technologies such as 4G and 5G wireless capabilities.  

Furthermore, the text amendment addresses governing the location of small cells in public rights-of-way to Chapter 
36, and will enhance the city’s ability to enforce small cell standards consistent with state and federal law. Wireless 
facilities installed outside the rights-of-way and wireless facilities in the rights-of-way that are not small wireless 
facilities will continue to be regulated under Chapter 19 of the Land Management Ordinance. 

Staff concurs that this proposed text amendment to Section(s) 19-1.11 Definitions; 19-4.3.2(G) Wireless 
Communications Facility; 19-4.1.2 Table of Uses; Chapter 36 Streets, Sidewalks, and other Public Places is 
consistent with the findings of Section 19-2.3.2(E)(1); therefore, staff recommends approval of this text amendment 
to City Council. 



 

Application # __ Fees Paid ____________   
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APPLICATION FOR ORDINANCE TEXT 

AMENDMENT 
CITY OF GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA 

APPLICANT INFORMATION  

City of Greenville - City Attorney's Office  864-467-4424 

   NAME FAX 
206 South Main Street  mpitts@greenvillesc.gov  

   ADDRESS EMAIL  
Greenville, SC 29601 

864-467-4420 
 SIGNED 

   PHONE DATE 

REQUEST 
PERTINENT CODE SECTION(S) 
Sec. 19-1.11 Definitions; Sec. 19-4.3.2(G) Wireless Communications Facility; Section 19-4.1.2 Table of Uses; 
Chapter 36 Streets, Sidewalks, and other Public Places 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION/PROPOSED REVISION(S): 

The purpose of the proposed amendment is as follows: 

1.  Remove provisions for the installation of small cell wireless facilities from Chapter 19 and add them to 

Chapter 36 of the City Code, which governs City right-of-way; 

2. Provide updates to the ordinance consistent with state and federal law, including updated definitions; and  

3. Other general ordinance updates pertaining to small wireless facilities.  

INSTRUCTIONS 

1. THE APPLICATION AND FEE, MADE PAYABLE TO THE CITY OF GREENVILLE, MUST BE RECEIVED BY THE PLANNING AND 
DEVELOPMENT OFFICE NO LATER THAN 5:00 PM OF THE DATE REFLECTED ON THE ATTACHED SCHEDULE. 

2. THE APPLICANT MUST RESPOND TO THE “STANDARDS” QUESTIONS ON PAGE 2 OF THIS APPLICATION (YOU MUST 
ANSWER “WHY” YOU BELIEVE THE APPLICATION MEETS THE TESTS FOR GRANTING A TEXT AMENDMENT). SEE ALSO SECTION 
19-2.3.2, AMENDMENTS TO TEXT AND ZONING DISTRICT MAP, FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. YOU MAY ATTACH A SEPARATE 
SHEET ADDRESSING THESE QUESTIONS. 

3. YOU MUST ATTACH THE REQUIRED APPLICATION FEE: $ 100.00. 

4. THE ADMINISTRATOR WILL REVIEW THE APPLICATION FOR “SUFFICIENCY” PURSUANT TO SECTION 192.2.6, 
DETERMINATION OF SUFFICIENCY, PRIOR TO PLACING THE APPLICATION ON THE PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA. IF THE 
APPLICATION IS DETERMINED TO BE “INSUFFICIENT”, THE ADMINISTRATOR WILL CONTACT THE APPLICANT TO REQUEST 
THAT THE APPLICANT RESOLVE THE DEFICIENCIES. YOU ARE ENCOURAGED TO SCHEDULE AN APPLICATION CONFERENCE 
WITH A PLANNER, WHO WILL REVIEW YOUR APPLICATION FOR “SUFFICIENCY” AT THE TIME IT IS SUBMITTED. CALL (864) 
467-4476 TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT. 

mailto:mpitts@greenvillesc.gov


APPLICANT RESPONSE TO SECTION 19-2.3.2(E)(1), AMENDMENTS TO TEXT  
(YOU MAY ATTACH A SEPARATE SHEET) 

1. DESCRIBE THE WAYS IN WHICH THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT IS CONSISTENT WITH THE COMPREHENSIVE 
PLAN. 

While many provisions of local wireless ordinances are stipulated by state and federal law, the City is able to regulate certain 

aspects through its zoning ordinance. These provisions are designed to reduce visual impacts and reduce the amount of 

physical equipment throughout the city, while allowing wireless providers to provide communications services to customers 

in residential and commercial areas alike.  

2. DESCRIBE THE WAYS IN WHICH THE PROPOSAL IS CONSISTENT WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE ORDINANCE 
AND RELATED CITY REGULATIONS. 

This ordinance places many of the regulations governing the location of small cells in public rights of way to Chapter 36, 

which governs infrastructure located in the right of way generally. This change will enhance the city's ability to enforce small 

cell standards consistent with state and federal law. Wireless facilities installed outside the ROW and wireless facilities in 

the rights-of-way that are not small wireless facilities will continue to be regulated under Chapter 19.  

3. DESCRIBE THE CONDITIONS THAT HAVE CHANGED FROM THE CONDITIONS PREVAILING AT THE TIME THAT 
THE ORIGINAL TEXT WAS ADOPTED. 

This ordinance is in response to the increase in deployment of 4G and 5G wireless facilities across the United States, 

pending changes in state law, and recent orders set forth by the Federal Communications Commission. 

4. DESCRIBE THE WAYS IN WHICH THE PROPOSAL ADDRESSES A DEMONSTRATED COMMUNITY NEED. 

Federal law includes provisions to expedite the siting and expansion of wireless infrastructure by limiting local authority over 

wireless facilities. The proposed amendment preserves the City's jurisdictional authority to regulate the location, design, 

and permitting of wireless facilities to the extent permitted under state and federal law. 

5. DESCRIBE THE WAYS IN WHICH THE PROPOSAL IS CONSISTENT WITH THE PURPOSE AND INTENT OF THE 
ZONING DISTRICTS IN THE ORDINANCE, WILL PROMOTE COMPATIBILITY AMONG USES, AND WILL PROMOTE 
EFFICIENT AND RESPONSIBLE DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE CITY. 

 

Wireless facilities are not often regulated by individual zoning district. The amendment modifies the city's existing design 

review and permitting regulations for wireless facilities so that the city can ensure antenna and pole designs are consistent 

with the existing regulations of the C 4 district, historic neighborhoods, and other design districts, to the extent permitted 

under state and federal law. 
__________________         

6. DESCRIBE THE WAYS IN WHICH THE PROPOSAL PROMOTES A LOGICAL AND ORDERLY DEVELOPMENT 
PATTERN. 

The City has developed its regulations in consultation with legal professionals to ensure maximum oversight over the location 

and design of wireless facilities, given the limitations under state and federal law.  

7. DESCRIBE THE WAYS IN WHICH THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT WILL RESULT IN BENEFICIAL IMPACTS ON THE 
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT AND ITS ECOLOGY, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO: WATER; AIR; NOISE; 
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT; WILDLIFE; VEGETATION; AND, WETLANDS. 

Applications for wireless facilities, whether inside or outside the right-of-way, are reviewed on a case-by-case basis. The city's 

ordinances encourages collocation on existing structures to the extent possible. Installations that require extensive tree 

cutting will have alternative locations recommended as part of their presubmittal conference.  

8. DESCRIBE THE WAYS IN WHICH THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT WILL RESULT IN DEVELOPMENT THAT IS 
ADEQUATELY SERVED BY PUBLIC FACILITIES AND SERVICES (ROADS, POTABLE WATER, SEWERAGE, 
SCHOOLS, PARKS, POLICE, FIRE, AND EMERGENCY FACILITIES). 

Since most wireless facilities are installed to serve populated areas, public infrastructure is typically in place.

 






















